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generation. Tt is built from a hybrid diaitai and aneiog evdio synthesizer, 


WHEAT IT IS 


souncs end movina video patterns of shapes end coiors es it is pieyed. [ft 


has en oraen keyhoerd, and various additionei controis for sound and imege 


and a digitei vieeo frame-store iinked to each other and to the input devices 
through a eee group of microprocessors and controiiers. 

Vidsizer is a performence instrument, and co offers ease of use 
és weil as versatiiity. Sounes and visual effects ere atenebie, presenting 


the entire resources of the machine to the artist rather than limitina him to 


cas 


e few switchabie preset hercwired sounds or images. Petching is cone through 


the menipuiation of a video image, speecing ens simplifying the petching 





process. Patches can be preset, recorded, and recaiiec for cuick voice 
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changes in concert. Audio and visuai seouences cen be simliériy recorded anc 


paeyed beck. 


PRCCRFSS 

£0 far, sreniminary euperinents in digitai controi, digital video 
Imagery, end fetching with a video cispisy have heen performed on hid 
computers, microcomputers, and some asker harcdwere at “IT. These have heen 
encorporated into a torkina demonstration, which continues ta be used to try 


out new idees. From these experiments came meany idees for imrrovements both 


in the hardvere end the supporting eeft.ere. 


PPPLICATTONS 


To ete, Vidsizer has heen = testbed for visuel, hercvrre, and 
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softvare ideas. Its most Cirect appiicetion, from pest work, wiia he as a 


_performence instrument, capebie of generatina music and iarge-scaie project- 


ebie imegery. Another use of the system is to generate video to secompeny 
other music. Sound analysis circuits provide the inputs to the system in this 
cese (instezd of the keyboerc), end would be patched into the viceo genereting 
softwere. In the performing erts, Vidsizer couid be used to create e setting 


for modern Cance or in piays. 


FUTURF CIRFCTICNS 
T am iooking for e performing croup that is wiiling to work with me 


to deveiop vicsizer for their visuai and musicei performence noecs., 











Vidsizer will have a standard organ keyboard, as well as a digitizing 


surface and other devices to control sound and image generation. A 





memory for pre-deturmined "patchings" will allow storage and recall 
of specific sound and graphic modes. There will also be the ability 
to record keyboard strokes and motions on the digitozong surface, 


thus allowing the re-playing of a session at the instrument. 


Vidsizer will have. 








OTHER, 
the hardware organ- DIGITIZER Thi : 
[HM 
ization as shown in i [MAM 
this diagram. The J [7 \ SYSTEM 
| | CON SOLE 
three main parts S 


are the control, 
audio, and video 
sections. The con- 
trol section list- 
ens to the input 
Gaevices, sending 


commands for action 








to the other two 
parts through a com- 
: mon interface. The audio and video sections run their own programs, 
operating the audio synthesiser and the video frame buffer, respec- 
tively. The actual hardware implementation will rely heavily on 8 
bit micrprocessors, running in parallel. This gives the system more 


power than a single 16 bit machine could give. 





